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“ Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 





vOL. Hl. 


To rae Eprror or tHe Gospet Hrravp. 
ANSWER TO APPEAL. 
(Concluded from p. 266.) 

Both the first and second answer, to this objec- 

ion, may be represented by a very fair similitude. 

Suppose God has decreed, that he will make the 
‘sing sunbeams shine so effectually on a thousand 
rain persons, that they shall be roused thereby 
to their morning work, and enjoy the pleasure of 
it, may we not say, the sun has beams sufficient 
toenlighten the whole nation, and they all have 
natural power to behold and enjoy this light ; 
though, perhaps, only that thousand will see the 
wn rising, because their sloth confines the rest to 
their beds? they have an aversion to the early 
business Of the morning ; and this lazy humour 
bangs so heavy upon them, that they cry, They 
cannot rise. Thus, though the Sun of Righteous- 
ness has light and grace enough in him to save ail 
mankind, yet their own sloth and obstinacy, and 
evil inclinations, exclude them from this salva- 
tion. Both these events arise without a just com- 
plaist against the God of nature, who called up 
the morning sun to enlighten the nation; or 
against the God of grace, who sent forth the Sun 
of Righteousness, to bless the dark and sinful 
world. 

Answer 3. No condemned sinner shall have 
reason to say, that there was any bar or hinder- 
ance laid in the way of his salvation by this de- 
cree of God, or by his choosing some sinners, and 
giving them to Christ: for, though he provided 
effectual grace for those whom he chose to certain 
salvation, yet he only left others to their own nat- 
wal state, as corrupted by the fall of Adam. He 
leftthem to the wilful blindness of their own 
minds, and the wilful hardness of their own 
hearts. While this original counsel of God, this 
decree of election, provides and secures grace and 
glory to some, it does not in the least hinder oth- 
ers from receiving and obeying the gospel. 

Answer 4. None shall be condemned at last, 
vecause they were not chosen in Christ, but» be- 
cause they were impenitent sinners, who, in some 
measure, have resisted the light of their own con- 
sciences, under whatsoever dispensation they 
have lived ; whether under the law of nature, the 

‘aw of Moses, or the Gospel of Christ: their con- 
sciences shall lay them under a dreadful and un- 
answerable conviction of their own guilt, give 
sentence against them, and confirm the condemn- 
‘ng sentence of Jesus, the Judge of all. There 
are other difficulties which are against this 
doctrine, that might, perhaps, be as easily answer- 
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in the vindication of this sovereignty of God, in 
choosing particular persons to be objects of any 
of his favours, whether earthly or heavenly, yet 
St. Paul teaches us to answer, Rom. ix. 20, 
“O man, who art thou that repliest against God ? 
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, 
Why hast thou made me thus?” God will have 
mercy on whom he will have mercy ; and that 
not among the Jews only, but also among the 
Gentiles: nor is there any unrighteousness with 
God, in any of these transactions: and the pur- 
pose of God, according to election, must stand. 
And we may remark, by the way, that such am 
answer as this makes it pretty evident that our 
doctrine is the same with that of St. Paul ; for if 
persons were chosen of God on account of fore- 
seen good works, there would bave been no room 
for such an objection, and for such an answer. 
Some deny that the punishment of the wicked 
will be eternal. But we are told that the wicked 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, Matt. 
xxv 46: there, in hell, their worm dieth not, and 
the fire shall never be quenched. “ The smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever.” 
Some have taken pains to strain these Scriptures, 
which evidently epeak of the eternity of hell tor- 
ments, into another and milder sense : they would 
have them signify either only a long duration of 
the punishment of the wicked, or a total annihila- 
tion of their being. It is alleged, in favour of the 
former notion, that for ever does sometimes in 
Scripture signify only along time ; as when God 
promised that the sons of Aaron should minister 
to him in the priest's office for ever, 1 Chron. 
xxiii. 13; and so the Passover is called an ordi- 
nance for ever: in both cases for ever can signify 
no more than a long time ; for the Passover has 
been an antiquated rite now for several ages, and 
the sons of Aaron are priests no longer. But let 
it be observed, that in the case of the Passover 
and the priesthood, the meaning of for ever is easy 
to be determined from the nature of the things 
which are spoken of ; common sense will con- 
vince any man that it could not mean absolute 
eternity, for neither one nor the other could pos- 
sibly last longer than the world lasted, nor indeed 
longer than the Jewish dispensation lasted : but 
there is nothing in the nature of bell’s torments, 
that should thus limit the meaning of the words 
for ever and eternal ; and besides, let it be further 
noted, that the eternity of hell’s torments is ex- 
pressed in Scripture just as strongly, and in the 
very same terms, as the eternity of heavenly hap- 
piness, which all allow will be forever. “The 





ed; but if all our reasoning powers should fail us 
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righteous into lite eternal :” the original word is 
eiactly the same in both cases; the punishment 
of the wicked, and the happy life of the good, are 
both without age or limit, without end or expira- 
tion. We read of eternal destruction ; if the one 
means absolutely eternal, so must the other. Fv- 
erlasting punishment supposes an everlasting 
sense of misery ; for the punishment can last no 
longer than it is felt: the worm that never dieth, 
the fire that shall never be quenched, certainly 
means pain and anguish which shall be felt for 
ever. We must conclude, then, from Scripture, 
that the torments of the damned in hell will be 
absolutely eternal : and reason agrees with Scrip- 
tare that it must be so ; for, if, according to that 
received rule of justice among men, crimes re- 
ceive aggravation from the dignity of the person 
against whom they are committed ; so that, to 
curse the kingis a greater crime than to curse a 
mean man, and deserves severer punishment ; it 
must necessarily follow, that sin against an infin- 
ite God is an infinite offence, and merits infinite 
punishment: bat it is not possible for a finite 
creature to suffer infinite punishment in any other 
sense than by the eternal duration of it. A. B. 
REMARKS. 

On reading A. B.'s tenth paragraph, (which 
commences this Number,) we were forcibly im- 
pressed with the importance of Calvinists having 
good memories. We seriously declare, that we 
pity the blindness which occasions such egregions 
blunders. The simile introduced by A. B. to il- 
Justrate the subject of the “sinner’s hardness of 
heart,” is at open war with every principle of 
rationality, if there is the least pretence to justice 
or consistency ; when contrasted with the de- 
clarations published in our last Number. We were 
there told that “sinners have a natural power, 
and also a will, to accept the proposals of grace,” 
and, at the same time, “ have a moral impotency ;" 
that this “comes to them by nature,” &c. And 
this “is through the corruption of their nature by 
original sin” A. B. goes on to illustrate this, by 
what is called “a very fair similitude.” It is 
* supposed that God decrees that the rising sun 
shall beam effectually on, so as to rouse a thou- 
sand certain persons,” &¢. and they are roused. 
The question is then proposed, whether “ we may 
not say the sun has beams sufficient to enlighten 
the whole nation ?” It is then argued, that the rea- 
son why the whole nation are not roused, is be- 
cause their sloth keeps them in bed, s» that the 
sun cannot rouse them. This, therefore, is the 
amount of A. B.’s logic. Sinners have “a natural 
power and will to accept,” which is the cause ;— 
she effect is a “ moral impotency, which incapa- 
citates them!!!" This incapacity, or inability, on 
their part, originated, not with them, but with 
Adam, thousands of years before they were born. 
‘Fo prove that it is all their fault, and that they 
alone are to blame, the similitude is introduced ; 





and it is argued, that the sun shines sufficiently 
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bright to rouse them, only they lay in their beds, 
where they cannot see it! The reason why 
are in their beds, and cannot see the sun, is on 
account of their sloth. Their sloth is defined to 
be “a natural power and will to accept the propo- 
sals of grace,” or see the sun, but it produces 2 
“moral impotency !” God decrees, or makes thp 
sun's rays effectual to waken one thousand ; an4 
this, not the sun, but the decree of God is intro. 
duced, to prove that the sun was sufficient to 
waken the whole! It is then argued in the elereny) 
paragraph, that the deerce of God is no bar or hin. 
derance to the awakening of the whole. Althou:) 
God, by his decree, that is himsel/, roused the one 
thousand, “yet he only left others to their orn 
natural state, as corrupted by the fall of Adam 
That is, to use A. B.'s phraseology, to have «, 
natural power and will to accept the proposals oj 
grace,” but a “ moral impotency” which “ jjeo. 
pacitates” them from accepting. And this ing)i) 
ity was entailed upon them by a fatality, withoy; 
their knowledge or consent ; and God only leare 
them unable to help themselves: and to prov 
that they, although unable, have power to bel; 
themselves, he helps others; whose inability wa! of 
the same kind, and then damns, with excruciating 
torments, all those who will not see the sun shine. 
when they are not within the influence of jt: 
rays!!! And the justice of their damnation cop. 
sists in this; that God's opening the eyes of on: 
thousand to see the sun, does not put out the eyes 
of the residue ; for they were blind before. And 
they are not damned because they are blind, bu", 
only—because they cannot see wilhout eyes!!! ! 

We are willing A. B. should reap laurels for the 
wisdom contained in this famous “ siuiilitude ; 
but, if it is as difficult to see the sun spoken ol, 
as, we think, it is to find the wisdom in the simi/i- 
tude, we must agree with A. B., in one respect at 
least, and say, that “one thousand” is a large 
calculation ! 

Reader, it is with such miserable sophistry, (ii 
it deserves the name,) that opposers of the truth 
attempt to bolster up a wretched hypothesis— 
Hear the testimony of the “God of the whole 
earth.” Isa. xlii. 6, 7, “1, the Lord, have called 
thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee fora covenant 
of the people, for a light of the Geniiles ; to open 
the-blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
prison ; them that sit in darkness out of the prison- 
house.” Not to damn, with endless wretched- 
ness, those that are blind; nor to imprison, in 
Galvin’s hell, those that sit in darkness ; nor to 
damn them for not coming out themseires. No 
But “to bring them out!!! Havvervsan!!! 

A. B.'s twelfth paragraph winds up with a con- 
clusion which is a very disqualifying comment 
onevery word previously said in favour of good 
works! This paragraph commences with a reite- 
ration of doctrine illustrated and explained in the 
“ similitude.” We are assured, “that none shal! 
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\ jamned at last, because they were not chosen 
t - . * . 

Christ, but because they were impenitent sin- 

who in some measure have resisted the light 


ir own conseiences,” &c, This is new doc- 
The Book declares, “ He that believeth 
» shall be judged ;” (if you prefer it, you may 
save it condemned ; but not damned, Calvin's 
wav of damning!) not, “ because they were im- 
ent sinners, Who in some measure resisted the 
ot of their own consciences!" We should like 
‘know who it is that gives this assurance. 
rhere is something very absurd, to say the least, 
» the use A. B. makes of Paul's declaration—see 
Rom. ix. 20. Is a person justified in introducing, 
. the Gospel of Christ, the most abominable hy- 
thesis; and then, to arrogate the prerogative 
{ Deity, and apply the words of the apostle, 
which are exclusively applicable to God, to them- 
gives? What! Because Jehovah, whose power, 
wisdom, and goodness, are infinite, and cannot 
err, sees proper to reprove, by the mouth of his 
inspired apostle, the foolish doubts, and ignorant 
interference, of his creature, who is assured 
that “God is good to all, and his fender mer- 
cies are over all his works,” and who has confirm- 
ed his purpose of salvation for all, with an oath— 
will you presume to set up for God? To denounce 
damnation on all who will not receive the law 
at your mouth; and receive the dogmas of the 
perseeuting Calvin as the immutable principles of 
justice? A, B. has yet to learn, that to reply 
wgainst John Calvin, and his disciples, and to re- 
ply against God, are two things! If you have no 
better evidence that “ your doctrine is the same 
with St. Paul,” than simply quoting a passage 
from one of his epistles, alone applicable to God, 
ind applying it to yourself, your evidence is less 
than the dust of the balance. 
A. B.'s thirteenth paragraph confutes itself. It 
s contended, first, that everlasting and for ever is 
eniless. It is then conceded that these words are 
miled, in some instances ; “ the Levitical priest- 
hood,” &e. &e. Much stress is laid on the words 
“never shall be quenched.” But you will please 
to remember, that the words “ never shall be,” 
ire an interpolation. They were manufactured 
by the translators, A. B. says, of the Levitical 
priesthood, &e. that “common sense will tell 
any man that it could not mean absolute eternity.” 
Why? Because, says A. B., “ neither one nor the 
other could possibly last longer than the Jewish 
dispensation lasted.” Now we like common sense, 
and will ask A. B., if * hell torments can possibly 
last longer” than hell lasts ? Remember, you have 
no escape. You have, for once, admitted common 
sense as umpire in the case; and you must bow 
\0 its decision. By turning to Hosea xii. 14, you 
will read, “O grave (the original word of which 
is, in other places rendered hell !) I will be thy 
destruction!” 1 Cor. xv, “O grave, (in other pla- 
ves rendered hell!) where is thy victory?” We 
have abundantly proved Calvinism to be incon- 
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jsistent with the Scriptures; and now, on the 
| premisses and confession of a Calvinist, it is prov- 
jed to be incompatible with common sense! !! 

A. B. introduces the sfale objection, and says, of 
Matt. xxv. 46, “ the original word is exactly the 
same in both cases." We request A. B. to read 
Number 23, p. 184, col. 2, of our Appeal, and A. 
B. will find a few questions, which, when an- 
swered, will “exactly” prove all that is now said 
| against our views of this passage, to be error. 

A. B.'s speaks of a “received rule of justice 
among men,” according to which, “ crimes re- 
ceive aggravation from the dignity of the person 
against whom they are committed.’ Therefore, 
jsays A. B., “ it must necessarily follow, that sin 
jagainst an infinite God, is an infinite sin.” Grant- 
led. (Though we do not believe it; but will do so 
|to accommodate !) Now it is acknowledged that 
|all men, elect and non-elect, have sinned against 
God : therefore all have committed this infinite 
sin! The elect, according to A. B., deserve infinite 
punishment. Shall they not have justice done 
‘them? The loophole which will let A. B. escape, 
will let us out likewise ! 

A. B.’s “ rule among men,” deserves a remark. 
We presume the rule for hanging, for killing white 
men, and fining the price of a horse, for killing a 
black man, is alluded to. We commend A. B. for 
ingenuity. For finding no rule of God, contained 
in the Scriptures, which would answer, and fear- 
ing, we presume, to tax, too largely, common 
sense, A. B. had recourse to slave-holders for a 
precedent ; and has ultimately advocated, by 
quoting as authority, the most outrageous injus- 
tice, and the greatest cruelly, in this world, to 
prove its existence in the nezt ! 

Note —We know of no distinction in the Uni- 
ted States, but the white and black. If monarch- 
ieal governments are resorted to, we think the 
dignity will not pay for the trouble of the journey. 

a 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
“ Will all be Saved ?” 

Treating on this subject I take no man for my 
pattern, nor the waymarks of Calvinism or Uni- 
versalism for my guide ; for I think the truth lies 
between the extremes of unconditional election 
and reprobation, and unconditional salvation — 
Throwing conditions out of the question, Univer- 
salism undoubtedly eomports more with what 
we, poor shortsighted finite creatures, conceive to 
be the attributes of him-of whom the apostle de- 
clares, that He is rich unto all that call upon him, 
than Calvinism. 

Throwing conditions out of the question what 
does it establish, as to the government of the be- 
nign Sovereign of the universe, but despotism. 
Although we admit he is the author and support- 
er of all things, and by him all things consist, does 
this establish that there is unrighteousness with 
God? Because man can act incompatible with 
his happiness, does it follow that God is the autbor 
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of sin?* Could inscrutable wisdom and almighty 
power have created a being for the purpose of his 
own glory ; and that this being should answer this 
énd, and enjoy him for ever, different in capacity 
from man? And what is his capacity, as it res- 
pects faith in, and obedience to his Creator ? Isit 
not to know and obey him ? If we say man knows 
him only as a machine, and has no power be- 
yond or superior to mechanism, either to obey or 
disobey, how can he answer the great design of 
glorifying God, and the enjoyment of him for 
ever? AN IMPARTIALIST. 
REMARKS. 

If Impartialist will consider and admit, that 
none of Adam's race, even in this life, believe in, 
and serve God, unless their understandings are 
previously enlightened by him, it is our opinion 
that his despotism, which he talks so much about, 
will be dispensed with. That no man ever did or 
can, believe in and serve God, unless God gives 
him the disposition so to do, has, we think, been 
abundantly proved. The supposition, therefore, 
that it is despotic on the part of Deity to commu- 
nicate this disposition to the creature, if it bears 
at all upon the question, is as directly applicable 
in this, as in another mode of existence. To say 
that the Almighty Maker and upholder of all 
things cannot operate upon the mind of his crea- 
tures, and by communicating a portion of the 
Divine wisdom, which continually emanates 
from his unbounded fulness, cause his creatures 
“to remember and turn unlo Him,” is too dero- 
gatory to Scripture and reason to be admitted for 
@ moment. 

ie 
REVIEW of the Curtstian’s Vapr-Mecum, by 
Hoorrer Cummine, A. M 
(Continued from p. 270.) 

Mr. C. in his 159th page, speaking of instances 
“ where the wicked, on a death-bed, express the 
utmost horror,” says, “ Now, is it not altogether 
wore probable that their apprehensions are well- 
founded, when they have Scriptural authority ; 
and when the word of God'declares unequivocally 
in ten thousand instances, that ‘here is an efernal 
hell, than that these forebodings arise from a dis- 
eased conscience, an overheated imagination, and 
a morbid state of the animal affections?” What 
will be Mr. C.’s fate, according to the Calvinistic 
construction of Rev. xxii. 18, ‘If any man shall 
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book?” Is Dr. 
Cumming so miserably ignorant, that he does not 





* Or, that on the contrary he is the author of all 
good ; and that, abstractly considered, there is no 
evil in existence ; and that, to answer God’s de- 
sign in relation to man’s becoming an heir of an 

celestial inheritance, he (man) could 
not have been created but with a will free to 
choose, though confined to the influence both of 
earth and Heaven ; and that his future destiny, 
either -y life or death, is consequent upon his 





know what the Scriptures declare? Or, is je = 
monstrously wicked, that he does not care 9 We 
tell him that the “ Word of God,” so far from « j. 
claring unequivocally in ‘en thousand instance, 
that there is an eternal hell,” does not so much ts 
ONCE declare that there is “an eternal he} 

We tell this titled disciple of Calvin, that « if, 
does not speak according to the things written i: 
the Book, it is because there is no light in him.» 

Mr. C., in page 161, 162, would persuade }j. 
readers that Universalists make no distinction i; 
character, but send sinners in all their sins igi, 
Heaven ; and asks, ‘“‘ Why need we give diligence 
to make our calling and election sure? Wy), 
should we study to be conformed to the image w 
God? Surely, on this hypothesis, 'twere laboy: 
lost. We need take no pains to become Chri: 
tians, or to live according to the directions which 
are addressed specifically tothem. We may o 
well gralify our appetites and passions ; for througt, 
out eternity it will be the same thing to us—every 
distinction will be levelled—all will be alii: 
blessed.” This would be a terrible thing! If the 
Rev. Doctor Hooper Cumming, A. M. should 
happen to see any of his wicked neighbours ip 
heaven, the reflection that he, a pious, holy Doc- 
tor, &c. with all his remarkable abstinence, self. 
denial—-and above all, after having denied him. 
self the gratification of all his appetites and pa. 
sions, and all this, and oniy to receive Heaven 2 
last '—Not to fare better than others, would be 
provoking to the last extreme! Quere. Was Pau! 
think ye, in the same frame of mind with Dr. C 
when he called himself the “chief of sinners 
Take another look. Let us reduce Doctor Cun- 
ming to a level, for one moment, with Pau/, anc 
read, “it will be the same thing to us—every 
distinction will be levelled—all will be alike blex 
ed ;”’ Dr.C. will get no more than that Paul, who 
was the chief of sinners! We recommend Dr. ( 
te read the parable of two men that went up into 
the temple to pray. 

Mr. C. continues: “ And what is there to pre- 
vent a believer in the doctrine of Universal Re- 
demption from committing any crime which bi: 
interest, or his passions, may dictate, if he can 
escape present shame and punishment?” To this 
we answer—* The grace of God, which brings 
salvation to all men, hath appeared, teaching w, 
that denying ungodliness and worldly lust, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world.” This will prevent a believer— 
GRATITUDE to God, for the gift of eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord! But, according to Dr 
C., the poor blind Calvinist has no other impetus 
but fear of punishment; and he does not strive 
for Heaven because he likes Heaven, but merely 
asa dernier resort—he would go to Heaven (0 
keep clear of hell ! But, if we may judge from Dr 
C.’s account of the matter, he would keep clear 
of both, if possible, and induige in the gratification 
of all his lusts, appetites, and passions. Here 
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ui the difference! Now we shall merely hint to 
De C., that Universalists are a very singular peo- 
ole, aecording to him ; for he argues that fear of 
juure punishment, alone, will restrain others ; 
‘hut Universalists, strange creatures, the Doctor 
had to devise something different for them ; and 
vebold, he makes them either so much better than 
others, or so much greater cowards, that what will 
pave no effect upon a brave Calvinist, will fright- 
on the poor timid Universalist to the performance 
of his duty! 
But Dr. C. continues : 
Universalists is false, for another reason. 


“The doctrine of the 
It pe- 


remptorily and necessarily denies that sin is an 


infinite evil. Yet the Scriptures, on which we 
must ultimately depend for all truth, (a precious 
confession this. “Calvin's Institutes,” now, are 
not worth half price,) convey to us the most for- 
midable ideas of transgression ; comparing its con- 
sequences to the bite of a serpent, and the sting of 
an adder!!!” Reader, sin, infinite sin, is as infinite 
as the “ bite of a serpent !!!—as the sting of an 
adder!!!’ And this from a Doctor of Divinity! 
If this had come from a schoolboy, who had seen 
his hornbook for the first time, our surprise would 
belessened. Ofa truth, this Doctor is to be pitied 
fortwo reasons—for his religious blindness, and 
his learned ignorance. 

Mr. C., however, proves sin to be an infinite 
evil from the following: “ Such an offence mer- 
its a correspondent punishment. But man isa 
finite creature ; he cannot be overtaken by a ven- 
geance infinite in its nature; his punishment, 
therefore, must be efernal in its duration, that it 
may be adequate to the offence: and thus, pre- 
cisely thus, the Scriptures of God represent the 
subject.” In a word—Mr. C. cannot produce the 
Scripture which says one word about the sin- 
ner's being punished five minutes after this life !— 
His efernal punishment is his own declaration !— 
But Dr. C. shall come down to his own ideas ; 
and the reader, we trust, will acknowledge for 
him, his confutation, and the complete destruction 
of his hypothesis. His argument to prove sin an 
infinite evil, is as follows : “ Man, being a finite 
creature, cannot be overtaken by a vengeance in- 
Anite in its nature, in the short time he lives in this 
world.” Then, say we, he cannot be the author 
or origin of an evil which is infinite in its nature, 
in this short time. There is but one possible 
shape in which sin can be viewed as an infinite 
evil, namely—If poor, blind, erring man, is to suf- 
fer an infinite punishment for the sin committed 
in his life here, which is compared to “a shadow 
that declineth,” it is an infinite evil to him who 


suffers its infinite effects, and to no one else ! Now| ring 


we turn this position loose, and give ell the Doc- 
tors of Divinity in creation full liberty to pick and 
pall upon it till they are tired, and we venture 
the prediction, that they never will pick nor pull 
it to pieces! Do your best, gentlemen. Gather 
the fragments of your broken premisses, aad tie 
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them fast, with all the sophistry you are masters 
of ; nay, add to your sophistry all the finesse of 
modern theologists ; and then condescend to lay 
aside your risionary dignities, and answer, for 
once, “ to men utterly ignorant !" 

Mr C. continues, and declares a truth whieh 
we cheerfully acknowledge, namely—“ The Bible 
speaks of it (sin,) as a great and horrible evil—as 
exceedingly sinful—as that which separateth be- 
tween God and man—and as that against which 
his wrath is revealed.” This is rational and Serip- 
tural. Mr. C. has assigned the true reason why 
God's wrath is revealed against sin, (a just dis- 
tinction is made here,) because it separateth be- 
tween God and man. God's purpose is the happi- 
ness uf his offspring man. Sin is the cause of the 
misery of his offspring. God, therefore, has re- 
vealed his wrath against sin, because it makes his 
beloved offspring miserable. Jesus Christ is “the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.”’ 

Now we appeal to the best feelings, and to the 
heart of Mr. C., divested of the prejudice which 
his peculiar opinions may have fostered, and ask, 
Are not you, Sir, willing, that God our Heavenly 
Father, through the mediation of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, should “ finish transgression, and make an 
end of sin? That God, in his own way and time, 
should enlighten all his offspring, and that “ i! 
the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord, and ali the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before him ?” We, in charity, would 
hope and believe, Sir, that you are not only wil- 
ling, but would rejoice in this glorious event. 
And if, through the prejudices of education, you 
are so blinded by your present opinions as to re- 
gard this triumphant consummation with feelings 
bordering upon dislike, or even hatred, we, Sir, 
have the pleasing assurance that the time is com- 
ing, when we ail shall see eye to eye, and know 
as we are known! When all the petty disagree- 
ments which now distract the world, and with 
their commotions disturb the peace, and destroy 
the joys of man, will be buried in oblivion, and 
countless ages of happiness suceeed, to bless the 
great family of man, who will reap a full fruition 
from the rivers of salvation, which flow at God's 
right hand! 

(To be continued.) 
—<—_——_ 
MEMOIR. 

The Coxcorp Ossrrver, (N. H.) of October 
27, contains “extracts from a memoir of the Rev. 
Joseph Lathrop, D. D. late of West-Springfield, 
(Mass.) written by himself.” Dr. L. says, “ Du- 
ing my last year in College there were some 
deaths among my acquaintance there, which 
deeply impressed my mind with a sense of the 
uncertainty of life, the necessity of religion, and 
the importance of a good hope. | felt a conviction 
of my sinfulness, lamented it before God, sought 





his mercy, and seemed to myself, es if religion 
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was my choice ; but was much discouraged by an)forth with peace: the mountains an 
apprehension that I was one of the non-elect. I) shall break forth before pe into singing til 
spent much time in secret exercises. As I was | the trees of the field shall clap their hands” 
waiking and meditating one day, in solitude and ; 

; 7% Si a | bs 
anxiety, 1 reasoned thus with myself—‘ A Sa From the Philadelphia eet. 


i 2 y Ivation f 
viour has come to open a way Of saivation tor PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


sinners. Salvation is offered, and the terms are : ; 
stated. The offer is to all, and the terms are the| We have lately met with a pamphlet, headed 


same for all. In God there is no insincerity. To|“ A learned and monest™ clergy, essential to ti 

him belong secret things ; things only which are | political and moral welfare of the community = 
revealed belong to me. There can be no decree less than to the spiritual and eternal welfare of j,. 
which frustrates the Divine promises. If I com-| diziduals :” being a Plea for the THrotogy ns 
ply with the terms, the benefits promised are mine. | Sewiary at Princeton, (N. J.) in a discourse de. 
God has chosen men to salvation through sanctifi- | livered by Philip Lindsly, one of the Professor 
cation of the Spirit and belief of the truth. It con- before the Presbytery ot New-Brunswick, at their 


el! 





cerns me to make my election sure, by adding to 
my faith, virtue, &c. By faith and patience I may 
inherit the promises.’ By thus arguing with my- 
self, my anxiety was relieved, my mind composed, 
and my hope strengthened.” 


Reader, we think the above a fair sample of 


modern orthodoxy. The object to be obtained is 
‘“@ good hope.’ The way to obtain this “ good 
hope,” is to comply with the ferms of salvation ; 
for Dr. L. says, “ Salvation is offered, ani the 
terms are stated.” Again, “If I comply with the 
terms, the benefits promised are mine.” Here is a 
real bargain. Yes, Doctor, If you do this, the 
benefits are yours! “By faith and patience I may 
inherit the promises.” Ah! “Here's the rub.” 
To pay your money, and then to say your “ hope 
was strengthened.” It was weak. It gained strength. 
But, after all, it is only—“ I may!” It is all in 
prospect ; and “1 may,” (the Doctor might have 
added,) be one of the “ non-elect.””. I may be mis- 
taken. A good hope of having the “ benefits,” and 
the actual possession of them are two things. 
The Doctor says, “there can be no decree 
which frustrates the Divine promises.”” A precious 
confession. But it would have looked more ra- 
tional had he said, There can be no decree in- 
compatible with the Divine promises. Again, It 
is acknowledged that the promises are to a/i—the 
terms are the same to all. Reader, Do you be- 
lieve an infinitely wise, powerful, and good Be- 
ing, would make promises, and obligate himself to 
perform what he promised, and promise uncondi- 
tionally, and leave the event to such r, blind, 
wicked, miserable wretches, as mankind in their 
lapsed state, are, whether he should keep his word, 
and perforin his promises, or not? We put the 
question home to your own business and bosom. 
Would you, on oath, promise the performance of 
any thing, and after the promise, make the final 
event depend upon the conduct of an idiot? Re- 
member, wise and learned as you may be, the dif- 
ference between you and the most stupid idiot in 
creation can be measured! But, who will draw the 
line, and tell the amount of distinction between 
man, poor man, and Jenovan ? We challenge all 
created intelligences in the universe to prove the 
promise of Jehovah, sworn by himself, (the greatest 
oath that ever was, or ever will be made,) that 
“in the seed of Abraham, (Christ,) ali the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed,” contains any thing 
conditional aad binding on the part of man, in de- 
fault of which, God would absolve himself, and 
abrogate the promise! Read the following—Isa. 
lv 1012, “ For as the rain cometh down and 
the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater; so shall my word be that go- 
eth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return un- 
to me void ; but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sentit. Ferye shall go out with joy, and be led 


|meeting in Trenton, October 6, 1818. We shaij 
jae a few extracts. Afler stating that every 
man is bound, according to his ability, to « cys. 
| tribute liberally toward the maintenance of , 
respectable minister of the Gospel,” he observes. 

“ And here, in passing, I shall take the liberty 
jt observe, that very few men seem to entertain 
any just idea at all about this matter of supporting 
a pastor. There is not one clergyman of twent, 
in our country, who receives an adequate pecy. 
niary support from bis congregation. In proof of 
this assertion, I appeal to the fact, that so mauyy 
are obliged to keep schools, to labour on farm;. 
to take boarders, or to resort to some other oecy. 
pation, in order to add a trifle to the scanty pit. 
tance allowed them by their people. 

“ Correct sentiments are not generally enter- 
tained on this subject. Men seem to forget that 
a clergyman has wants of precisely the same na- 
ture with their own. That himself and family 
must be fed and clothed, and his children educa- 
ted. That it is just as much his duty, as it is the 
duty of any Christian, to provide for the future 

‘“* But besides the ordinary demands for money, 
towhich he is subject equally with other men, 
there are some specialties in his case which render 
alarger provision necessary forhim. Every cler. 
gyman, for instance, ought to be enabled to own 
a valuable library, or else every congregation 
ought to collect a public library for the use of 
both pastor and people. And TEN THOUSAND 
DOLLARS would be a sum small enough for any 
wealthy congregation to expend on this object. 
Such a sum, or even one much larger, might be 
raised by a rich congregation in fhe space of a ve 
ry few years, without burthening an individual 

“ A minister of the gospel ought to be freed, as 
far as practicable, from worldly cares and pur 





* [The following remarks have been communi- 
cated in application to the word honest, used iu the 
head of this pamphilet.] 

“ Qui capil ille facil.” 
He who takes it to himself, makes the allusion 

Extract from Dr. Evans’ “ Sketch of the De- 
nominations of the Christian World.”"—14th Lon- 
don Edition. 

“ By honesty I would be understood to mean, 
character—on which due reliance might be pla- 
ced. Hence I look for an individual, whose mo- 
| tives are above suspicion ; who is under no fempta- 
tron to employ his information for a sinister pur- 
pose. ‘The human mind is capable of being im- 
pelled by considerations of a very various and 
even opposite description. Vanity, interest, and 
AMBITION, exercise a powerful sway in the pro- 
duction of human affairs. In receiving the trath 
from others, it behooves us to institute a vigorous 
scrutiny respecting the conduct of our fellow-crea- 
tures. Thus, alone, shall we svoid becoming @ 
prey to ANY KIND OF IMPOSITION.” 








——_ 
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He ought to be distinguished for liberality 
He ought to have it in his power 
to his flock in these respects. 


suits —— 
wnd hospitality. 
» et an example 


-, sive to all public, charitable, and religious in- 


«rations, handsomely and munificently. Ina 
“4 to be the almoner of his people. This he 
eae be, without a suitable revenue. And it 
= happens that a clergyman is charged with 
sanness, because he is obliged to economize 
“.jly , to live coarsely ; and to make use of ev- 
~ honest means to get along: or, what is the 
nth, his people are covetous, and withhold from 
im a decent allowance for his services. I might 
ya great deal on this subject, and without the 
~outation of being an interested party. I wish 
: it may be honestly canvassed, and thoroughly 
Jerstood, by all the good people of our land.” 
Although the above needs no comment, but 
» most barefaced acknowledgment of the 
ve of money” we ever met with, still we can- 
not well forbear saying, that had the Rev. Philip 
Lindsly lived in Solomon’s day, he might have 
oon classed with the family of the Horseleaches ! 
Ed. G. H. 


un 


—_——e—— 
Extract from “ Minutes of the 
UNIVERSALIAN CONVENTION, 
ileldat Palmyra, Portage County, Ohio, Sep.4, 1821. 

A number of brethren, believing in the Abra- 

umic faith, met atthe house of brother John T. 

Baldwin, in Palmyra, Portage County, Ohio, 
azreeably to previous appointment, for the purpose 
of forming an Association. The business of the 
evening was introduced by an appropriate exhor- 
ion by brothers Timothy Bigelow, C. Rogers, 
\. B. Johnson, R. Jones ;—and devout prayer 
by brother N. B. Johnson. 

"|. Made choice of brother T. Bigelow moder- 

jor pro tem. 

2. Made choice of brother N. B. Johnson clerk 

pro tem. 

"3. Resolved to form an ASSOCLATION, to be 
known by the name of the NORTHERN OHIO 
UNIVERSALIAN ASSOCIATION. 

Received eleven Churches, and sixicen Societies, 
into fellowship. Received twenty-two representa- 
tivesfrom different places where there are no regu- 
lar Societies, &c. 

4A GENERAL EPISTLE FOR 1821. 

The NortwerN Onto Universaian Assocta- 
rox, combined and connected together in love, 
‘othe many brethren that are scattered abroad 
throughout this western world, who profess like 
precious faith with the father of the faithful, in 
bese san all the kindreds of the earth shall be 
viCSSEC ; 

Dearly beloved Brethren,—It is but a short time 
since your numbers were but very few, in this part 
ol God's heritage, and now you are a numerous 
people. It is not yet seven years since your first 
brother in the ministry of the Gospel of universal 
peace, came to you; and he laboured alone for 

a long time, and suffered much from the enemies 
of the cross of Jesus. But, what does he now see ? 
himself surrounded by faithful brethren in the min- 
istry, and hundreds of both men and women list- 
ening to hear the words of eternal life drop from 
their lips, which is like rain upon grass and dew 
upon herbs. Brethren, the harvest truly is great, 
and your brethren in the ministry but few: We 
would, therefore, exhort you to form yourselves 
into societies, forsake not the assembling of your- 
selves together as the manner of some is. We 
have a you deacons, to attend with you. 
We expect them to be faithful. Receive from them, 
and from one another, the word of exhortation 


from the duties of prayer. We advise you to read 
such books in your meetings as shall be for the 
good of the Zion of our G Neglect no oppor- 
tunities of attending the preaching of your order: 
If you cannot obtain Sabbathday preaching, call 
on your brethren in the ministry for lectures ; they 
are willing at all times to preach to you. Do not 
make for excuse that you are poor, and that your 
numbers are few ; for the poor must have the gos- 
pel preached to them. Your numbers will remain 
few if you are not faithful. Remember, that it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save some. 

Brethren, your whole number seren years ago, 
that believed in the universal love of God, did not 
exceed twenty! and at this time, ov the same 
ground, your numbers are more than fifteen hund- 
red! who can witness that your heavenly Father 
“is good unio all, and that his tender mercies ave 
over all his works.” Beside this, there is a large 
body of brethren still farther to the west, wiih 
hearts lifted to heaven, and are anxiously iooking 
for your brethren in the ministry, that are now 
with you ; and we expect to be with them in one 
week from this time, to form them into an Asso- 
ciation. 

Brethren, if there is joy in heaven at the return 
of one sinner, what shouting of praise must there 
bein the heavenly world, at the return of those mul- 
titudes in this western world ? “ The light cometh 
from the east and shineth even unto the west.” 

The Council came together with a single eye 
to the glory of God. There was no discord: The 
business of the several Churches and Societies is 
so done as we trust will be attended with good. 
And when we moved to the house of public wor- 
ship, the numerous and regular procession which 
accompanied us, made our hearts to swell with 
gratitude to the great Master of Assemblies, for 
the visible works of his power in unveiling the 
hearts, and opening the eyes of the understandings, 
of so many, to behold and enjoy this common sal- 
vation which was once delivered to the saints. 
With Joy did we bear the words of eterna! fife drop 
from the lips of our brethren in the ministry like 
honey, which was witnessed by the bright coun- 
tenances of both men and women, of all ages, which 
composed the candid and attentive congregation, 
while the tear of joy sweetly rolled from hund- 
reds of eyes at the same time. 

Dearly beloved brethren, let us stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ bas made us free ; and 
may the Lord of life and glory add to ournumbers 
and graces, until not a discordant’ sound shall be 
heard in all the great Temple of Nature, but al! 
be of one heart and one mind to praise the Lord 

Done by order of the Association. 
TIMOTHY BIGELOW. 
i 


SPECIMEN OF MODERN THEOLOGY. 

A work wasrecently published in this city, by 
Hoyt and Bolmore, entitled “ Life of Lady Guion," 
a Papist, which savoured so much of Arminianism 
that it met with a gracious reception, and has, we 
believe, been pronouneed orthodox. This work 
contains a brief sketch of the “ Life of St. Francis 
De Sales, Bishop and Prince of Geneva.” It is re- 
lated of him, that “ His countenance was so love- 
ly, and his behaviour so modest, that the sight of 
him raised the idea or meditation of an Angel's 
beauty.” This, with a generous allowance due to 
reli puffers, may be passed over. But the fol- 
lowing is so outrageously perversive of common 
sense, and common honesty, that it not only de- 
serves reprehension, but the ger of any sect, 





and prayer; and no brother can excuse himself 


who would accredit it, should be pitied for lunacy, 
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or reproved for knavery. This book declares, of St.|ing, in the Academy. Opposit 
Rose-street. Subject + I aiden: 


Francis De Sales, that “ one look of his hath gain- wy 
31, 33. « 


ed many soulsto God!!!" A prophet of 
the Lord Jesus Christ says, “ By his know 

shall my righteous Servant just/y many, for he 
shall bear their iniquities.”” And an apostle, in cor- 


; (Conti: 
‘ Sirs, what must J do to be caved." 
a 
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roboration, adds, “ He was delivered for our offen- | ‘‘ Blessed are the in spiri: — 
n s. ‘n- Anodes of F sak - theirs is the 


ces, and rose again for our justification.” It would 
appear from this book, that “one look” of « St. 
Francis De Sales,” effected as much as the obedi- 
ent life, sufferings, death, crucifixion, resurrection, 
and ascension of the —— God 4 / Arminians! 
Ye who countenance and praise this impious 

duction, look at it and blush. i 

Nolte. Should any persons doubt the correctness 
of the above extract, we refer them to page 499 of 
the book in question; where they will also learn, 
that “ St. Francis De Sales” was perfect! To talk 
of the perfections of a poor, i t, sinful man, 
is ridiculous beyond description. O Tempora! 

—<z_ -— 
From the (Boston) Universatist Magazine. 
A QUESTION. 

Mr. Editor,—If you think the following question 
worthy of notice, please to insert it. 

In the season of gardening, last spring, I appro- 
priated a little spot of ground to the use of my lit- 
tle boy, sewen years old. He formed a bed of it, 
and sowed therein a variety of seeds. Sometime 
during the summer, as we were in the n to- 
gether, he brought a butterfly, and, coming to me 
with it, addressed me as follows :— 

“Pa, [have read in one of my little books 
how that worms become butterflies; and now 
you know, Pa, that the worms injured my plants 
a good deal ; but as they are all, I suppose, now 
turned into butterflies, | cannot punish them for 
it, unless ido it to them in their present state ; 
and, as you have always told me I must be just, 
I wish to know whether it would be so to punish 
the butterflies for what the worms did ?” 

N.B As some of the worms probably died in 
the very act of doing mischief, it is wished the 
answer, if any should be given, would compre- 
hend their case. Note also, that I acknowledge 


Hark! ’tis from the mount a voice proclaim: 
“The poor in spirit shall be bless'd; 
The wounded soul shall find a balm, 
The wearied body be caress'd.” 


This veice in mildness and in truth, 
Declares that he himself has come, 

From prison, the captive to send forth, 
And bring the way-worn traveller home. 


Love from his lips like honey drops ; 
Peace in his countenance is seen ; 

He came to raise the bowed up, 
Restore the world to God again. 


Then angels shout in anthems loud, 
In strains celestial sing his praise, 

Let Heaven's arch, the world abroad, 
Ring with your sweetest loudest lays. 


Mourners don't you comfort find ? 
Speak aloud ye meek, and say, 
If hungry soul and blind 
Shall behold immortal! day ? 


Come, thou dear, thou blessed Saviour, 
Bear my spirit on seraph's wings, 

To courts of bliss and boundless pleasure, 
Where angels love, where angels sing. 


There shail peace and joy immortal, 
Bliss celestial and divine, 
Clothe the world, and not a mortal 
Endless sorrow ever find. 
ONESIMUS 
TT 


PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


The Society of believers in the Gospel, (Go: 
eached to Abraham) in Norwich, (Conn) are 
ilding a House, to be dedicated to the Worshi, 


myself to have been not a little perplexed with | Of the “ Just God and SAVIOUR.” 


the above question. Having formerly believed 
in a future state of punishment, I perceived that if 
I told my boy it would be unjust to punish his 
butterflies, it would go against my system ; and I 
could not make up my mind to say that the harm- 


= oe 


DEDICATION AND ORDINATION. 
On Wednesday, Nov. 14th, the new Universa! 


ist Meeting-house in Brookfield, (Mass.) was form- 


less butterflies ought to suffer, for what they had | ally dedicated to the worship of God. Rev. Jobo 


done in a state of their existence when they pos- 


Bisbe was ordained, in the afternoon of the same 


sessed a mischievous nature; since that — was day, to the pastoral care of the Universalist Soci- 


done away. 
a 
COMMUNICATED. 


seeing a pitched battle between 
O! my friends, —y | a hard knock, and man 
eross-buttock, have | given the black bruiser 
your sakes! Pull, do pull off these 
of Mammon ;—Strike the Devil a 
and darken his spiritual ights: 
fally, and I'll be 4 I 
but the money, which I hope you'll not 
fore you go.” English 
a 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
“ The Society for the Investigation and Establish- 
ment of Truth,” meetevery Tuesday even- 


) 





hry for the 


Street. The Fist Volume of the. Th 
be obtained atthe same place. 
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expected to preach in this city, in the Universalist 
Charch, Duane-street, next Friday evening, 21 inst 
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